THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

been growing on shore, but that after the first moments
the Republican reaction of the civil population and the
armed forces, easily stifled its intentions. Why did the
Fleet put to sea? The radio despatches exchanged
between their commands explain this quite clearly.

At one o'clock on the 5th of March, the commander of
the Libertad asked the High Command if they had heard a
speech from Radio Madrid, explaining the formation of a
National Council of Defence presided over by Colonel
Casado to take the place of Negrin's Government, to
which the Admiral replied that he had been listening to
something else. An hour later, the Commander of the
Libertad insisted, and sent to the High Command, the
following despatch:

"Union Radio, Madrid has sent out a speech by
General Casado. Afterwards, Mera spoke, and
strongly criticised Negrin. Immediately afterwards, a
manifesto was read, announcing the constitution of a
National Council of Defence presided over by Casado
with the help of Besteiro, Wenceslao Carrillo and
Cipriano Mera. In the manifesto, the people were
told the truth about the war and that the Government
of Negrin was guilty of treachery to them and had
prepared its flight. The Left Wing Republicans, the
Republican Union, the Socialist Party, the C.N.T,
the U.G.T., and the Libertarian Youth Organisation
have given their support to the National Council of
Defence. The Communists are excluded. They
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